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erchant
legends

Ashwin Sanghiis a
bestselling author

who caught the literary
world by surprise, says
Tania Bhattacharya

shwin Sanpghl doesn't look lke a

mn with o double lite. He puts in

long hours at the tamily business,

then returns home to disappear
Inside his study und metamorphose into
bestseling muthor

Sanghi, who plunged inte his family busi-
NEss At a youny age, 's now one of the most un
lkesly stars of India’ Nrerary lirmammnc Nearly
1.5 lakh coples of his second novel, Chanaky«'s
Chant, have sold and that makes him one of
India's most bankeble writers. This month hes
launching his latest thriller Mhe Krishna Koy, a
Dan Browne-ish tale about & race against time
to find Lord Krishna's most prized possession
His two earlicr books axe stll selling wall

What's the secrot behind Sanghi'’s successi
"W don' need (o dumb down owr stutf, And its
important 1o know how far we can push
readers.” says the author.

Sanghi  balances hoth  carears  with
grear ease. By day, he's o director at the
Mumbai-hased M.K. Sapgh! Group, which
haw intercsts ranging from car dealerships
1o huspitality and manufacturing industial
gases, consumer fingnce and e-comerce, und
by night, he's a writer of recy fiction, [le looks
ltar the antomobile, consiimer fnance and a-
cornmerce veatures.

But that doesn't leave Sanghi much time for
other pursuits or even for Inng holidays. He's
pushing ahead, however, with his litcrary canver
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w doing 2 Ph1)in creadlive wet
Ing from the: University ol Wales,

"1 used 10 go to oftice with my
father 1o lesrn the ropes of the
business fron very young age”,
sirys the 43 - yoar old writer

But Sanghi had a detennined
grand uncle who would send him
Tooks ever yweek from Kanpur —asnel
ensure that be read (hem, This stared
whet e was 11, and continued even
dficr he went 10 Vale for his MBA,
“Lenddechap with @t least 400 books on
his sccount,” says Sanghi, e o
“hwas bearning ook - keeping af the ageof
12 It Inever stopped me from pursuing
literature, Over the years, | greaw 10 love
the writlen wond *

He has come a long wary in the lletary
world from the time he soif- pubBished
his fizst book, The Rozabwal Line. 10 keap
his two Hves sepurate, he released it
under the pscud onym Shawn Halgins
an anagram of his nome. Neow his second
book, Chanakyas Chant 1s about 1o be

umed into a movie. But Sanghd, whok un
ardent history bull, insists thiat he only
wiites on subjectythat excite him,

So. his now book, The Krithna Key,
explores the posaibiiity that Krishna
mary bean sctual historical igure. T was
scouting for an idea [or my next book
when a fuend suddcni) mentlened that
2012 is the year of the Kalki avatur of
Vishnu,” suys Sanghi. He

Kaymond Bernard. The resvidting novel
criss-crogses the workd, moving capidly
from Indis o Tibd ancd Afghanisten and

fromm thore on to Burope and
even South and North Amenca, It
hrings together catastrophic world
cvents, prophecies and the world's
higpesd religgions.
But Yike many other aurhars,
Sangrhi inivially conldo fuxd any
one (0 ywmblish his work
Finally, In desperation, he wen!
on i eonm, 3 sedl-publishing
site, und hegan 10 sell bis book
online. 'n six months he had
sokd about 1000 copics and
publishing house Westland ol
fered to re-prlish il W band ulso
publiched Chanakya’s Chant two
vears later. its a2 conlemporary
pothoilet centred around a modern
Chanakys and decply reflective ol
Indhas current pulitical scenardo.
Senghi’s huge success has surpriscd
sven his publishoer. Says Gautam Pad
manubhan, CPO of Westland: “While
we belleved that the books would be
successful, we never predicted the level
af success these bave achieved. Sangh!
ckfilfully weaves history and myth
with contemporaty  scttings (o tel)
fascinating storles” According 1o the
publisher, Chanakya’ Chant has been
in ACNuelsen's 1op 10 Action Jist since it
was published, W also

was gripped by this idea Sanghi iugg|es life as a b“Siﬂ.SSﬂlan anda “o the Vodatone

and began research 1m
mediately, Whike the plot
is set in todays world,
one can expect 1o travel
back and forth in time, with generous
chunks ol history and nail-biting ficton
Sangh{ says that in-depih historical
research is esseotial 1o develop the
complex plots of his novels, And he's
incredibly organised about his literary
work “Afier preliminary research, | zero
in on an 'dea and then | spend art least
four months exploring the topicend in
plut-bullding. 1 jot down every single
detail of the plot as bullet points per
chapter and only when the skelewon is
vomplete co ] startwriting, says Sanghi.
Pven as a novice writer, he was no!

bestselling writer with impressive ease

short o1 ambition. Hix first book, The
Rezabal Line, revolves around the leg
end that Jesus Christ'stoneb is howsed in
Srinagar’s Rozabal Shrine. Sanghi says:
“I grow obscssed with the idea and anly
read books un crucifidon theories, Roz-
ahal and Jesus coming @ India for a
vear. My wife then encouraged me to
write a fictional story around the idea ™
Once he got started, Sanghi pored
through scores of bnoks including Hol
ger Kerston's Jesus Lived in india, The
Jesus Papers by Michael Baigent
and From Chrishua to Christ hy

Crossword Popular
Chaotce award in201 1,
Unsurprisingly, the
book has been grabbed
by Disney UTV (then UTV Motion Pic
tures). Amar Butala, creative director,
stuclios, points out that the way
Chanakya’s Chant uses the past and the
present is a largely unexplored space in
Bollywood. “Sanghi has a great take on
modern politics. Be :s well-informed,
and has ended up delivering good sto-
ries * says Butala, {he flma cast and crew
ave Bikely w be finalised by the year end
Sowill The Krishna Key also grip the
auention of readers? If Sanghi's past
successes are anything to go by it will
definitelv pack a punch *
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